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NATIONAL EDUCATION IN TERMS OF SWARAJ*

My notions of education are so revolutionary and as such
must appear to my critics so crude. I can only think of national
education in terms of Swaraj. Hence I would have even the
collegiates devote their attention to perfecting themselves in
the art of spinning and all it means. I would have them study
the economics and implications of khaddar. They should know
how long it takes to establish a mill and the capital required.
They should know too the limitations on the possibility of an
indefinite expansion of mills. They should know too the method
of distribution of wealth through mills and that through hand
spinning and hand weaving. They should know how hand spin-
ning and manufacture of Indian fabrics was destroyed. They
should understand and be able to demonstrate the effect of the
adoption of hand spinning in the cottages of the millions of
India's peasants. They should know how a full revival of this
cottage industry will weave into an undivided whole the sun-
dered Hindu and Mussulman hearts. But these ideas are either
behind the time or in advance of it. It does not much matter
whether they are behind or ahead of the time. This I know that
some day or other the whole of educated India will adopt them,

Young India, 11-12-1924

* From  a  convocation  address  of  the  Punjab  National  University,
Amritsar.
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